
2014 Evaluation Process 
 

Evaluation for Mites through Bantams will be held in March and/or April, 2014. Exact dates and times for 
the tryouts are to be determined. 
 
Position Declarations 
All players at Squirt level and higher must declare if they are going to tryout for Goalie or Skater.  A 
player may only try out for either Goalie or Skater, and that is the position they will play for the entire 
season, unless circumstances warrant a change, during the season. Any player looking to change from 
skater to goalie or vice versa must do so through the Head Coach of their team, who must get approval 
from the Board prior to implementing the change. This shall be for permanent changes. Prior approval is 
not necessary for a temporary ‘fill-in’ change.    
 
Mites and Squirts 
Mite and squirts ‘skaters’ will be evaluated primarily on their ability to execute specific skills which are 
consistent among all positions. Therefore, players will not need to declare themselves a ‘Wing’ or a 
Defenseman, etc. for the evaluations.   
 
Peewees and Bantams 
Peewee and bantam ‘skaters’ will be evaluated primarily on their ability to execute specific skills for the 
position that they play at the best. Therefore, players will need to declare themselves a Forward or a 
Defenseman, for the evaluations. Note: The position they declared themselves for could change during 
the course of the season.  
 
Team Selections 
Team selections will be as follows:  
**Prior to the tryouts beginning, the Board of Directors will attempt to identify the Head Coach of the 
upper team for each level. If the Head Coach has a child playing at that level, the child shall be evaluated 
with all other players, and the FINAL decision of the Head Coach of the upper team shall be made at the 
conclusion of the tryouts. (Note: This is for Head Coaches of the upper team only. Assistant Coaches for 
each team will be chosen by the Head Coaches, and must be approved by the Board, after the selection 
of the teams.) 
**All registered skaters will tryout together at each age group (i.e. all Mites together, all Squirts 
together, etc.) 
** Squirts thru bantams will have three or four (3 or 4) and mites two or three (2 or 3) ice sessions, 
depending on the availability of ice, which may include the following: 
 *Skating drills (both forward and backward) 
 *Passing drills 
 *Shooting drills 
 *Puck control drills (stickhandling) 
 *3 on 3 half ice scrimmages 
 *4 on 4 scrimmages 
 *5 on 5 full ice scrimmage 
**Upon ‘signing in’ at the first tryout, each player will be randomly given a ‘penny’ jersey with a number 
on it, which shall be their number for the duration of the tryouts. The evaluators will be given a list of 
colors and numbers (i.e. Black, #21) to evaluate. The evaluators will not have access to the names of any 
of the players trying out.  



**There shall be no less than 3 and no more than 7 evaluators at each practice. Evaluators will be 
chosen by the Board and will primarily come from Coaches of other levels from within the PVYH 
organization (e.g. Bantam Coaches may evaluate Mites or Squirts, etc, but they will not be allowed to 
evaluate Bantams). Evaluation assignments will come from the Board and the Director of Coaches of 
PVYH.  
**Players will be graded on a scale of 1-8 (Goalies 1-10) in several aspects of the game, (such as skating 
forward & backward, puck control, ‘hockey sense’, etc). All evaluator’s scores will be tallied and all 
players’ scores will be calculated uniformly to determine final rankings. 

**After the scores are finalized the evaluation committee will confer with the coaches they deem 
necessary on the middle group of skaters. This along with the scores will allow the evaluation 
committee to better place the players. 
**The evaluation committee will divide up the teams to present to the Board of Directors for 
approval. 

 
** After the second day of squirts through bantams evaluations, up to the top 5 skaters (not Goalies) 
maybe excused from the rest of the days of evaluations. This will give the evaluators a chance to get a 
better look at the skaters that are close in ability. 
 
** All skaters must show up to all of the required evals to be properly scored. If they cannot make one of 
the evals, a member of the evaluation committee needs to be notified in advance of the absence. Failure 
to do so could result in the player’s scores not being complete. If the scores are not complete, their 
scores will not count. 
 
** All team selections will be based on the skater’s performance during the tryouts.  Just because a 
player was on the “A” team last year does not guarantee them a spot on the “A” team this season. 
 
**Based on knowledge learned from precious years, PVYH has decided to place fewer players on the 1 
team and more players on the 2 and/or 3 teams. In the fall, we will adjust the players’ placement as 
necessary once we know the total number of players and teams at each level. This will allowed us more 
flexibility in the number of teams we will have. The spring evaluation scores will be used to help 
determine which player(s) will be moved to an upper team. 
 
Goalies 
All players must be declaring at the time of tryouts if they are trying out for Goalie or Skater.  Once a 
skater has declared what they are trying out for, they will be expected to attend all of the tryouts 
required for their age level as whatever they declared (either a skater or goalie).  Depending on the 
number of Goalies trying out in each age division, there may be a special Goalie tryout, or separate 
goalie evaluator, to help determine the ranking of the Goalies. 
 
If there are enough Goalies trying out in a division, Squirts through Bantams, each team will receive 2 
goaltenders.  Goaltenders will play the entire season at that position.  If there are 2 goaltenders on a 
team, they will share equal net time in all of the practices and the games.  Games may be split or a “play 
one – sit one” rotation can be used.  This will be a decision that can be left to the Coach and the 
goaltenders to work out.  On occasion a goaltender may be allowed to skate out at the discretion of the 
Coach.  At no time may a Coach replace a goaltender with a skater from the team, unless the goaltender 
is unavailable, has asked to skate out, or is injured and cannot play. 



 
At the Mite level, it is encouraged that all teams give every player who wants a chance to play 
goaltender the opportunity to do so. 
 
 
 
Parent Involvement 
In order to provide a fair and stress free environment for all skaters trying out, we ask that you please 
refrain from being a distraction to the skaters or the evaluators during the evaluations.  We ask that all 
parents please take a seat in the stands in the areas that will be marked for the parents.  We ask that 
you please keep away from the glass and the player’s boxes during all skates.  Tryouts can be an 
extremely stressful time for your skater and you can actually help your player more by providing a 
supportive environment.  Remember that hockey has to be fun or your player will not want to play. 
 
We appreciate your patience and support at this difficult time of year.  As with any important task of this 
size, there are bound to be glitches and we will work to correct them in the fairest possible way.  Our 
goal is to provide all of the Pioneer Valley Youth Hockey Players a fair and balanced evaluation for the 
2013-2014 hockey season. 
 
Notifications of team placement: 
Once the Board of Directors has tallied all of the scores and split the teams, the results will be posted on 
the PVYH website by penne color and number. Remember, based on the new policy of announcing a 
lower number of players on the 1 team and more on the 2 and 3 teams, does not mean that a player not 
listed on the 1 team on the website won’t be placed there in the fall. If you have questions about the 
placement of your son or daughter, please do not contact the coaches. It is the Board of Director’s that 
have the final vote on the placement. Please contact a board member with your question. Remember, 
the placement of players is chosen placed on the evaluation process and scores.  
 
Questions on placement of players: 
If you have questions about the placement of your son or daughter, please do not contact the coaches. 
They do not have the results or scores from the evaluations. It is the Board of Director’s that have the 
final vote on the placement. Please contact a board member with your question. We will be glad to 
discuss the results for your son or daughter. Remember, the placement of players is chosen placed on 
the evaluation scores and the process stated in this document. Our goal is to put the best players on the 
upper team to make our teams the most competitive.   
 


